
PLATFORM MEMBERS 

The 7 member organisations representing different interests groups: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  ELO - European Landowners' Organization 

  FACE - The European Federation of Associations for Hunting &  
  Conservation  

  Joint representatives of Finnish and Swedish reindeer herders 

  CIC - The International Council for Game and Wildlife   
  Conservation 

  IUCN - The World Conservation Union 

  WWF - Worldwide Fund for Nature, European Policy Office 

  EUROPARC Federation 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLATFORM AGREEMENT 

The members of the EU Large Carnivore Platform have agreed  

‘to promote ways and means to minimize, and wherever possible find solutions to conflicts between human interests and the 

presence of large carnivore species, by exchanging knowledge and by working together in an open-ended, constructive and mutually 

respectful way.’ 

KEY PRINCIPLES 

i) to work within the EU legal framework, the Habitats Directive   

ii) to ensure the necessary knowledge base  

iii) to recognize socio-economic and cultural considerations and concerns  

iv) to find solutions to conflicts through constructive dialogue  

v) to engage in trans-boundary cooperation 

BACKGROUND 

Roughly one third of Europe's land surface is populated by at least one of four European large carnivore species: the Eurasian lynx, the 

wolf, the brown bear and the wolverine.  The four species have large transboundary ranges and occur in human dominated landscapes. 

The conservation status of these species vary: while some populations are healthy and increasing in size, others are still critically 

endangered.  

Protective legislation and the support from civil society has contributed to the recovery of many large carnivore populations in Europe. 

However, their presence can create serious conflicts with human activities such as farming, hunting and recreation, especially in areas 

where carnivore numbers have only recently increased. For successful coexistence, these conflicts must be addressed. To this end, an 

open dialogue between different interest groups interested in or affected by large carnivores is needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The EU Platform on Coexistence between People and Large Carnivores exists to ensure this dialogue takes place.  

The EU Large Carnivore Platform was launched in June 2014, with the support of the European Commission, by the organisations who 

signed up to become members.  

PROMOTION OF DIALOGUE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Platform members meet 
annually at the plenary meeting to 
discuss the work plan and agree on 
key activities. 

Platform members jointly organise 
regional workshops with different 
interest groups in areas where there 
are ongoing conflicts regarding large 
carnivores (e.g. in Finland, Romania 
and Germany). 

Members organise their own 
meetings and webinars where they 
promote the Platform messages. 

RESEARCH & DATA 
COLLECTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Platform collects and promotes 
good practice examples for 
coexistence with large carnivores 
(see around 40 examples on the 
website). An in depth analysis of 
ten cases has been carried out. 

Background research helps to 
support the Platform‘s work e.g. on 
the use of EU funded support for 
livestock protection. 

Frequently Asked Questions about 
large carnivores help provide the 
public with easily accessible 
information. 

COMUNICATION ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Platform website acts as its 
main information portal for 
information on activities and 
large carnivore management.  

Joint statements and press 
releases  address specific issues.  

The bi-annual e-newsletter 
provides information on Platform 
activities. 

Leaflets, social media visuals or 
postcards  are used to raise 
awareness at events. 

OUTLOOK 

The Platform has supported the 

establishment of similar groupings 

on the local and regional level 

(regional large carnivore platforms) 

where conflicts on coexistence are 

ongoing.   

It is hoped that the two-way 

exchange between the EU level 

representatives and local level 

stakeholders will allow both to learn 

from one another and promote an 

open exchange of good practices 

and experiences.  

CONTACT 
Register for the biannual Newsletter on the Platform’s website:  ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/conservation/species/carnivores/coexistence_platform.htm 
or contact the Secretariat of the Platform: lcplatform@adelphi.de 

WORKING TOGETHER ACROSS THE EUROPEAN UNION TO CONSERVE AND MANAGE LARGE CARNIVORES 
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